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"'r-;/'' i .’■•• '*, • '.. • -V ri f - ! ■'”•.■ ’i ' ' •V'.r'i,.;,.'!.:'f •-• 

■^' '■■I?'!' ' . '■ ■■' New yor^City'/^^-‘:\ 

jVif ' One witness who helped to incriminate- 
;: I ;i • " Lee Harvey Oswald in the assassination of. '•' i ; 
. j J. President John F., Kennedy was a Book ri? ' | 
J ,\v Depository porter named Charles Givcns.-vA^^ f '.i,; 
- I Warren Commission gave proniinonce v*' tf-j-.i; 

\f I', ji to hh lestimony that ho had loigoiten his ] ■; 
" oigurottes on the sixth floor and that when' 

. j went to retrieve them just Iretore noon,-‘.- 'l«i; 

■ ■; j 5:;v encountered Oswald near the V j :-' 

' J .' -V'!; southeast corner window. ^ 

■■ jl.vj. in ' a book published in 1967 ‘ V r 
: (Accessories After The Fact, Bobbs-Merrill ' 
j . Co., Inc.),. I discussed the discrepancies ■ 

- 1 between the Givens story as set forth in the t 
i ■ ^**^®***^®n Report and the corresponding'-- --*-.v''. 

■ j. '-..testimony and exhibits, and the grounds 
J : . concluding that the story reeked of iVi-'v/'- 

..P®*iinry and collusion. It was logically ';- J' . 
'! i inconsistent with a genuine encounter at- • 

■' H dliout 1 1:45 between Oswald and a group I \i ' 

. .j employees . who were racing two ,.' -i 

’ , elevators from the sixth to the first floor.’i' .;- , ■ 
:j ,.! • V/hen O.swald had . called to them to send /-- - ' 
if Pne elevator back so that he coiiid go down - . 
;;,l|;K''.tOO/'j’IeMi|miiiutcs later,.- if one accepted '“'-‘"'J 
jf Oswald declined to go.:< ii - 
il -w '* i**® ^nneh break. Moreover, while -,- 4'; 

P|''*n6 supposedly exchanged^a few words 


t -'V 'V ■ “ chroaolosicalroconotrucUon of 

y I ’^**0 GiVens affair (Ton\ which anyone easily. \ .• 

t. ]) ; Jh'ice foi" himself whether or not there ^-- 1 ,' ;; 

l[ I ! ;i*;'me aufficient grounds for an accusation of v 
|[ |.j perjury, collusion, and falsification of, 
r is -' ^it® - cl®ar purpose . of .if'' - 

' as the assassin of . 

t ;!. ;-."-',^f®^i^®ht Kennedy. (The citations in each 

r •VilJ-'CCCa trk miVsNcT-n/t/4 s t 'Si: ■ • 


■ i ■ • C- .i,;... UiiU papers./ •' 

Nowmbar.22, 1963 . . ■ 

j P-ra. Inspector Sawyer of the'' ' ^ 
i 7 'if - police issued an alert on the police '' 

|:-;f ^ot Charles Givens, a porter ct the 

if iijj Dock Depository, because he had "a police , ’ 
Il ,i?;'wcofd and:hB left” (CE..705 page 30). It ’ 
' i »ii *‘r ^s.l^nown at that hour that Osvvald, too,:. 

■ iiv if' III ' ill scone but no alert for him was. . !' -.' 


il ‘ i? :'issued — .Captain Will i- Fritz and two 
I- if '-’Pvldetectives intended to proceed to Irving '.'“''l' ' 

I I ‘'■■.,i,personally,in..Bearch of Oswald. 

I I Within an , hour or two, . Givens, was ■ ' 


I -V' -j Within an. hour or two, Givens, was ' 

? .-^t jCscorted to the police headquarters, where 
I : Vihe was questioned and where' he executed 
’Vi's;:)®* affidavit stating that he. had left the' ; j 

I 'floor at about 11:30 a.ra., had gone' 

II file washroom, at noon had taken his' 

I ■; lunch period, had gone to a parking lot to . '' , 
J ?•■;,)< I wsit; with a . friend employed there (CE;, ' . 
I 5 % ■- page 27 ); Givens’., affidavit , said ’! 

j}( ; 'Inking about a return to the sixth floor ■ " 

'ji i.liff 'fO'.'olSsrette.a or' an encounter there with 
I Oswald.-- i- '*'i. ' -■ i'i , •. ■ '.‘..f 

life'll' V^tei that day Givens, was’ interviewed -.'i-f 


Xater that day Givens was’ interviewed 

r ne*i%^*X r\jt. rr_ ? 


^ « ..X pgv ■ 

■ 11:50 a.m.. he had seen Oswald .J/V'- 

k'.% reading a oarier in the "domino rnnm" 


jl il.^i|!’®ouuse iti his affidavit to the Pallas police' 
j f 3.1 ‘fli^f uftornoon he said ndthirig about-'i , ,■] 
iJ- 'I'-ij forgetting his cigarettes,, returning to the.v'Sij 
or meeting OswaM there '4 ’an .■'.i i’! 


'• obtaiiuHi from the National Archives a . 

/ ’ ■: ii\ ■ V*; ’^-of ■ unpublislied . Warreiv"4‘’;)!'j ' 

Commission .l^ documents (“CP’s”) k j 
, pl.rfS.i concerning Charles Givens. Reading them';:§F%i 
|t - “.iwus.a shock not soon to be forgotten. I had' %' 0 - ■' 
■' i,i^^halfs!xpcctcd.;; that .:thc ; CD’s would,^i'|^i| ' 

!, :'j:;.f- .iceoncilo and dispose of the contradictions r|- S^ ' 
F"‘- 'iV' 'F if \'v li?®l.®‘U'llor had forced me to question thq-' ;,.-i,.i -' 


>l yfepspository;- employee,' in an interview by ■■ 

i f-f'j-iRjPDI agents Grlffen and Odum described a 'kijiji-jt 
. -ij.,^,f|tace between two elevators qt about 11:30 'iff Ik 
- which 'he, .Givens,' and others ’tFfH'ff 

i ‘participated. On the, way down, they had 
' Oswald on the .fifth' floor. Williams ’ 

returned to the '^xth floor at about , ' 

;} '?^r'!hoon and had seep ‘'no' one .'.there (CD 5 ' ■ 

I V(r^'page_330).^ ; : ^7'-''' "i'?;,--'’ - 


. ft !f 


*N - — -.iw May,- 

ij J;?’ of i. ’-tile- Givens..'; testimonv ^^" , >< '^«| r-o’ * ^< 2 . 
jv^^'tlnstcad,; .these new documents ^ . * 

! j;.i'':--.<proved that peijury Viad been commitied, ivif.&j ' 

/.Xi.order to place Oswald on thesisfh floor 
1 Vkti-Jat when Ci veni /nVnrg^n as well as- ^ r\ 

' j'ivfe'jtijfce olhejAvitncsscs) sa^^-^iun on the firsts . '-,-i ' - 4 ^ • 
ir, !.floor..ThejrTtisciexp^cir the ugly fact 
j . collusion in not boj'r-l'''.) _ 

ij.FViki suspected iii^dy of GSvajis and the Dallas -'i, ' 7 :' ijUOv. 

lj-;..^:ipohdo,- aslHiad seemed eafhqr but clearly 




CXnfVcQ. 


IPs. rcr-Aj\j. 


-i.' )”' ijif'i-'icstond^fr;;!©': two . ';pr mo&s^^^Warren'v.i.' .if 
;» .'f.(v>iCpminission f- lawyers'. aitd,,thorof^i«^he''fii.f;:a 
^i '^' .'V '*'*.^:'cqmmissiQivitself. : f -*',' .1 r-.^. ■ _ ., .j...;.,.:., 
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fi.. December 2, S963 

Givens, interviewed by the Secret ■ =i 
Service, said that he had seen Oswald with 
I (V 0 cUpboard on the sixth floor at about' i 
',1J;45 a, m.;' shortly after Which he aadj»'’ 
^jii. some fellow-workers had boarded tho two- 
-’'elevators. While racins to the first floor,*' ' 
j Oswald, had called to them to send one 
j;-;elevutor backup (liyll/Ueiin Report No; Ci '' 
--.dated Feb. 25. 10(>4). Again Givens Mid 
I' nothing about a return to the sixth flgor,' 

[ . for his cigarettes at any,, time after the' 

|,; elevator race'. • . ...'' ■ .;,j j 

• I; -'Ij. ' :.y - December 9, 1963 "r; 

! >■ The FBI Summary Report (withheld’ 

' i.from the public until mid-1 966, when, 
.■'’•certain excerpts were published in the' 
book Inquett, raising a furor of doubt 
•r,: about the. Werren Report) to President 
r;Johnson' stated that Oswald had been 
i ;y‘ observed on the fifth floor betvireen 11:30 
a.m. and noon and that during that period 
of time he had asked Givens, who was in an i 
elevator, to close the gates when he got offr 
. ! ■; so that the elevator xould be summoned ! 

U (CD 1 page 6). The FBI Summary Reportij 
V pmiu Givens’ statement to two FBI agent.s ■ 

} assassination that he had | 

" 1 V.J Oswald reading a paper in the domino 
‘ V, ., '.-.roomat 11:50. . 

f’' ' ! ’ February 13,1964 ' ‘ 

’-■-’v-j; Dti Jack Revill of the Dallas -police waS; 

'i,. ' ;^v(nterviewed V'by ,, FBI agent Robert’ 

,3? .Gcmberling about press rumors of a Negro 
f held in protective custody.'. Revill 

i^mt Givens had been previously, ■ 
i- . , Special Services Bureau on' 

a marijuana charge and, he believes that 
P". would change Ms story for money, "j. 

ndded.) , Gemberiing’s report' 

[ - repeats the story of: the elevator race! 

during which Oswald yelled , to Givens tol 
0- close the gates when he got off (CD 735 ! 

’L.' 296-297). Almost throe months after,! 

"tact," - there is still no hint from'' 
i;., .’ j l;'’' Givens, :RcviU, or the FBI of cigarettes' 

• ^ ' 3>y Givens or his return to the, 

' floor rand encounter there with, 

^ But in another context, Revill I 

' , . ;-7pI*mtecrs the opinion that Givens would ! 

' |-Js; (eis® miormation “for money,” 'j 

i' Pii'P ^®bruary 25, 1964 

. ^’^^rren Commission lawyers Joseph Ball* ! 

r ■ ■,‘md David Belin complete a first joint i 

report, summarizing the evidence known j 
1 . ®'rd note discrepancies as to 

, iv'- Givens’ departure (and elevator 

||« iacs) from the sixth floor - 11:35 as* 

‘ ' If, against 11:40 or 11:45 a.m. Bail and Belin , 
i,Vul50 note that Givens uaw Oswald at 11:50 
'[.-io.in. in flic domino room and that three 
■ Ij- .lothor .witnessas also place Oswald on the' 


r 


,L> first floor 'i William Shelley, at about 
1 i :50 a.m.i Eddie Piper, at noon; and Mrs.'| 
*• - Carolyn Arnold, who believed she had seen 
Oswald near the front door of the Book 
,. D.~pos;tc.-y it about 12: 15 p.m. (Ball/Bclin 
."r/e,j.'.,var.c am of Feb. 25,1964. pages 101, 


/if^Mfach'ls; 1964 

. '.--'Givonsj m an affidavit furnished by hira» 

FBI agents 'frettis and Robertson, states, 

. jv!: |•uel.'Whon President Kennedy was ahot, he’ 

■ y .Was standing at [the corner of Record and i 
1 returned to the Depository 

• ’ and was j.told .'••by ^',a Dallas 

■ fir.- that. I '..could, rro^ enter the 
;!.,i About an hour later I went to the' 

H;'..' ?aBco ....Department and ,. was- 
I;;, .queationed 'by the police for about 45 
:j-,, mtautM.- (CE -13Sl,page 36.) Wearisome ' 
'- though it is, it must again be pointed out 
'mat theis,,was'no mention during theii 
'r^^V f*^^^^** cigarettes' 



!<• '' » — -.tat ■ ttl^ ■ 

if .y affidavit to . the , FBI. four, months' : 
jv^iSfter the asaasshnatm^ 

April S,!964v;‘''^''^-'''';.^ 

' V’ < Charles Givens gives sworn testimony to*'- 
the Warren Commission in. a deposition .', 
.f... taken by lawyer David Belin, with no onei ‘ 

!,f . else present '-except ., the court reporter.:'-! 

. *,Now, fpr, the first time, Givens' tells the ' 
story (later ombodied in • the Warren- 
' :|r Report) about the cigarettes forgotten o 
Bie- sixth floor-'and , the ’ encomjtorrWith 
if Gswald :.(6H ■34S-3S^VfPl^. Belin 
.'!• wdisptrh^iyTwas-Tffl^ aware that Givens • 
■ffhad told a completely different stoiy' to’: 
the FBI and the police on the day of thei. 
if: assassination, and' subsequently, to the 
i -Secret Serviw and. the FBI, since Belin had 
i ^authored; the report which discussed, 
u iGivens accounts of his movements in * 
considerable -‘detail., But Belin did not. 

• • challenge Givens* new story nor place on 
- record that on . several earlier occasions'- 
Givens had sworn to a completely different 
account, of bis movements and actions on 

the day of the assaashiarioB.Jn d ee d 7 - i » n jrig 

oblique question, ff'TJlHyou ever tell 
.anyone th,qt you saw Lee Oswald reading a 
' newspaper. ..jin the domino room around 
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intiv.it cccriiiar’>^us to nullify i-'f 
.ciauiciitetcstiipon^ by Clivcns (us well as’|>.M-v 
; tlucc oUi^«1tJis^:us) which placed Oswald| j * ’ 


i'Vl:':- 




tho commission 


»'»• i; ■ 

f:U } 


iv->* 

ty-v. 
■ ■ 

t ' '• 
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^ on^ho^urst floprf' 

, wchcd to place hhii on HiiT-sia th floor.! 

, Givens replied, "No, six,” which meant 
, j either that he was aivins Bolin a .false' 

'■ '■ re.'iponse or that the two S’’1)J agents 'who 
•. hud intoTOcwod him on Nov. 22 had 
'invented Givens’ reported statement that 
, ..ho had seen Oswald in the domino room at 
2-m. Yet neither Givens nor the FBI: 
agents were challenged or even queried ul' 
an attempt to determine which story was' 

? true and which was false. ■• . ' ,[ 

ts~~tF~gotihr’too-fsry41«H>r4<»--^^ *V^ 

■if acsiEtanv-counscl Belin thus passively and!|' 
by ornissionb eesme n' pnrh> tr. 

4 petjuryj' — aSS'tho ■' suborning of false 

V testimony tjesired in— order— tfasit — the 

;‘t';6on iaiis sion and — the— rg7vmviTTn?Tir2 in^ 
>i.incrhmnate and more persuasively accuse, 
i^^;-psv«ld?- And what of Ball, and the other 
Ewyers, and tho commission members' ay 
it' j.iw^ as Chainnail Earl Warren, who sur^' ' 
ready and were aware of Givens’ original, 
jjStoryN^ the Ball/Belin report if not iy the. 






f" 




'*;V 


S"source documents? They are equally /uilty 
. s'’j.with Belm of a shameful pervei^n of.:-: 
f,:; evidence a^ scandalous deceptl^ of the- 
,:j.v public, which was informed only^w Givens’;-; 

fictionai, second story and ghen ho hint'’ 

^ r that from Noirt,22, 1963 toZpril 7, 1964! 

■ , ho had given 0^/ald an “almi” rather than 
. j" a kiss of death. 

^ '’I' Mssrs. Belin ' \md /Ball - and their, 

' i.. ;,; follow-counsel presiimttbly are . alh' still ' 
i;? engaced in •: the p&etice of iawf ! The 
I American Bar As^ianon should examine' 
their credentials /nd gcA>d standing in the ' 
if i licit t of what must be rc^rded, morally-if 
technically, as a flagrW malfeasanoei 
i jjvand ugly br^ch of the canc^of ethics for-'; 
jfmembers of the Bar, The same applies .to^'J 
'E-the sutyiylng ' commission metiers, who' 


ublic life, 
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-/May 13,1964 ' 

; ;-’i.t. Revil! testified before the’ Warren'.'-; i. .. 
AbCommission, J. Eeo Rankin .co,ndueting theV--*' 





;t Muifay, ABA obseiycr. Revill'.stated that'at'/!' 
UijaboSt 2;30,,6r->3.p.ra. .on the .day' of tl:e''.|< i'f 
I'ifjassassiantioh ho know bhiy'that someone;’ I';, ’*; 
^.'/'naraed Lw,'.had:.bMa' arrested and- thaflf’'''-’-- 
-‘‘this 'was';' told ''‘tq-.-., him* fayf' a ■,colored.>'i.l 
;r!cm?Ioyee, '■ of ; the ' Deposifoiy.’* RcslH ti V . 
^continued, .“f a^d.him if he had been on' ‘ 
:-!the sixth floor fj:;' he said, yes, that he hadi-f ' 
-observed Mr. Lee,; over by this windov^,;-,. ;J'ij - 

>,So.,f turned -this Givens individual over to! 

one ..of our Negro detectives and toldhim-i1 
..to; - take. him •. toS -Gaptaiii • Frit? '- forl^f '' 
;. 'liatenogation” (5H ?S-36). t 

77118 testimony is patently faise,'for tiiei!i ' 
.(pbvious reason that Givens on arrival at the 't-.- - 

■ [’police department did hot state that he had'^^ ■ 

- |;;;sson Oswald, “over by this window” and -"! 

. jvjjieverf said so until April, -1964.' Chief :r ,. ' 

. -'l-‘,^rry,.,:whea he. was questioned on June 2.»;i ..! 
-■|1964, by'FBI agent Vincent Drain, gave a'l-' ' ’ 

'5- /^different version than Revill. of what hadjil 
3:;£ran^ued; “Givens told RevlU that he had,'? " 
,;been in the , . . T' Depodtory,! . ; , • with ‘i • ' . 

: ; Oswald , on the morning of Nov. '22, 1963; !j 
'tebut. was on '-the street ;during". tho”S;:;ij 
■’ rf .motorcade - Chief Curry/ related that f 
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|?v;6veryone' who' might -We any knov/ledge; 
I t|of Oswald, known -as Lee to Givens, was 


ijj are prominent in government or 
',|/and are also members of tho Bar. Np one,; 

Jvhovv^cr, is advised' to . hold his Veath'; 
f. awMlng retribution by .the ABA ormny'' 
iJilotJwf authority. !- --i 

Aptil.8, 1964.3';.??.!??; 

I’;; ’ Lawyer Belin took the ..testimony "of 
/;* -Inspector Herbert Sawyer on the same day 
'./as bo questioned Givens. Sawyer stated 
that he'had sent out an alarm for Givens an 
-. hour after the shooting on Dealey Plaza 
ijl because “he was suppose to. havg^soiile 
,i; information about' tho rngm-tilSrclid the 
/-.falioqting’’ ';3(6iI.-'-'TT5??32.‘i). Belin 
)■' «unfda«^.y^raeceptcd that statement,/ 
despite the fact that Givens When he was 
'.picked up did not produce information' 

I ;V (“about the man who did the shooting” and 
despite the language of the alert broadcast 
' on the police radio, which shows clearly:- 
- 1-;.> .that Givens was wanted because-he had a. I 
;j' police record and was missing from; the: I 
'■■R "il,: 'Book Depository. ■ i 
•■. .u.. ^yjjy sa^vycr (and later, RevUl, as 
' ' ' ’discussed , below) attempt retroactively to 

j s.,‘ authenticate a'-' story which Givens 

. '.'-larticulatcd for the first time in April? Was 

,,1. ■"?this testimony part' and parcel , of a| , . 

.. . ^.'deliberate, planned collusion amqng police I ', 

' - ‘ !o.f:':'v'kds;, commission .''lawyers,'/ and a ,| 

''v/;L-;r..-ja 'sr.Vo was a man with a police i ., 

. . " "n'l who W.1S Bpprniii'<l :i« « iniiii i . 
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V = be the liutlicntfc stoiy ,t^ th'l ' 

tilvens wns questioned not because ho/Jit> 

: any sjieclal inforniution but because Iw v/‘ 

_ . , employed at the Book Deposltoiy. . 

, June 2. 1964 ' • ' 

Police Chief Curry was Intorvlewod.bj 
• FBI agent Drain, as reported , in th 
preceding paragraph. 

’■i{ * . June3,i964.V.'iM P-i(' 

' ^ V, • promptly re-interviotVe 

.r Glven.s,- who. told FBI agents Swltzoi' an; 

Petraskls thut he now recalled that ho hal 
, returned to the sixth floor at about 1 i l4 
i,,, a.m. to get his cigarettes, etc., (CD 124 
' page 182). The FBI did not even talcs a 
eyebrow at Givens’ sudden recovery froi 
sustained amnesia. ' 

September 20, 1964 ^ i'*’;.'’ . 

''''“rren Report was released,' with 1 « 

: ■"forgotten cigarettes" version' pf Glvehs 
- activities. It contaiiied no indication 
,, explicit or implicit, of Givens’ ' briglna' 

. story, which had placed Oswald “'In thi 
domino room at 1 1:50, nor did Itttientloil 
y;. toat another witness had also seen Osv/ald 
;,:“on the first floor at precisely, that tlmi 
while still other witnesses saw him stlllioi 
the first floor at noon and at about 12’’ld 
P.m. . 'i,. . '-ijf'. i 

. The report also "cleared up” some p| 
the confusion about items of ''byidehc£ 
which had arisen because of fragmentary oi 
nii.sle.'uling prc.ss reports out of Dallas lit 
the iirst frantic hours after tht 
assassination. For example, the chicked 
■■ remains and cigarette package which had, 

;■ created the impression of a sniperwho had 
concealed himcelf for a prolonged time on' 
the sixth floor, awaiting the President’!^ 
appearance. The report explaiend that the' 

■ chicken remains were discarded innoccn'tlyi 
by one of the Book Depository employees 
who had eaten his lunch on the sixth floor. 
..But it . said nothing about the cigarette 
package mentioned in the initial pross^ 
stories but then completely .forgotten by. 

, tlie news media. Oswald, after all, did not; 
smoke. ; 

But Charles (livens <//</ smoko. ;If h«l 
:;^really left his package of elgareUes on tho'l 
sixth floor, it inay have been picked up1 
together with the chicken bones since the-j 
burden of the unpublished documents Is'; 
that he never returned there to retrieve 
anything. Certainly it is curious that the 
elusive cigarette pack Is not mentioned J 
anywhere in the 26 volumes of testimony,/ 

, and exliibits nor in the hundreds of pages' 1 
• of unpubli.slied documents which deal in' I 
■ great detail with the crime search and thp I 
laboratory tests of materials and objects' 
found on the sixth floor. H 

-^yne^-b.'Za, ' 

■ lie a sorry anik^dld I 
er in wJdclT men of 
use^.fl5elr authority, ' 
:yi!ervert and conceal | 
to exonerate Oswald i 
icriminate him in an. j 
freachej^Wafa a ' 
5 Pdeainan signifies ' 
ilysproportions. Is it I 
tlie accjjsod^’lone aasassrV’ or Is it his j 
<'ccii^6rs, who were tlie real cnViji rials? ' ' 


i’ " 






-M 

-'j. ! 






■( 


I 


'• ' . A 

^ . ! *> 4 

: ‘ 

>.;v ' 










• \ 



